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Note the current licence is issued to Canyon’s Edge Steakhouse and Grill Ltd (the property 
owner) but the establishment / licence name is Rockwater Grill and Bar (licence 1010140). 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
The Town of Golden’s Policy: Application from the Liquor & Cannabis Regulation Branch  sets 
out a process and consideration for liquor primary applications.   
 
As per section D of the policy factors Council may wish to consider include the following: 

a) Representations received from the public.  
b) The location of proposed use. 
c) The general impact on the community. 
d) Surrounding land uses and impacts on neighbourhoods.  
e) The impact on neighbourhood character of locating more than three or four of the uses described 

in this policy on the same block.   
f) Council should cautiously consider supporting applications that are directly adjacent to, or 

across the road (with the exception of Highway 95), from areas where children frequent - 
examples: library, cinema, etc. It is important to recognize that the C2 Mixed-Use Commercial 
zone is however intended to have a number of uses occurring within its limited land based.   

g) Has a plan to create educational initiatives and community benefit around health and public 
consumption, as well as impairment and safety. 

h) The applicant has previous, successful business experience and background. 
i) The rendering is attractive and enhances the building or street.   

 
Also, section C.1.b. states, “for patios Council will typically support a closure of 11:00 PM in order 
to provide for quiet in mixed use residential commercial areas and nearby residential neighbourhoods.”   
 
Section 71 of the Liquor Control and Licensing Regulation require the following to be 
considered: 

1. The location of the establishment; 
a. Analysis:  

i. this is a small expansion into an existing area (formerly occupied by 
Reposados) by a successful and professional operator and does not 
present any concerns.  

ii. The rooftop patio is across the river from over 40 apartment units.   
 

2. The person capacity and the hours of liquor service; 
a. Analysis:  

i. See capacity summary table above and it would be rare to have the 
establishment at full capacity.   

ii. The current hours are not proposed to change. They are Monday to 
Sunday 12 p.m.(noon) – 2 a.m. For the rooftop patio, it is the Town’s  
C.1.b of the Town’s Policy that likely merits the most consideration.  
As the applicant identifies in their letter the patio is currently and 
historically licensed as food primary until 2 a.m.  The patio was 
opened over a decade ago and the Town’s policy for liquor primary 
was adopted in 2019.  Pre-application conversations occurred 
advising this is a new liquor primary application and the policy states 
“Council will typically support a closure of 11:00 PM” and that the 
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applicant may wish to present reduced hours for the rooftop patio2; 
however, the applicant has applied to have the rooftop patio’s hours 
match the ground floor patio i.e. 2 a.m.  Council policy’s has 
flexibility with the language of “typically” and a consideration may 
be the downtown core area with three bars for allowing a later patio 
closure time or on the other hand, perhaps Council may select to 
impose a compromise for the rooftop patio hours or follow it’s policy 
and require the new liquor primary patio to close at 11:00 p.m.  The 
applicant has advised that the rooftop patio has very rarely been open 
late; however this may change as operations evolve in the future.  

 
3. The impact of noise on the community in the immediate vicinity of the 

establishment; 
a. Analysis: Council may want to consider reduced hours for the rooftop patio 

in an effort to reduce late night noise.  Over the last seven years there have 
been a two noise complains submitted to the Town and it was not clear if the 
noise emanated from the Rockwater or the Riverhouse.  Please also refer to 
the enclosed 2019 briefing note where considerable correspondence was 
received for a proposed hour change from 2 a.m. to 4 a.m.  
 

4. The general impact on the community; and 
a. Analysis: no additional comments other than in regard to the rooftop patio 

hours.  
 

5. The view of residents; 
a. Analysis: this will be solicited through signage, notice delivery and 

newspaper ads.  
 
Specifically in regards to items D.g-i, the applicant’s letter addresses these policies well by 
speaking to their experience, staff education, signage, and a professional consultant to 
provide education on compliance and public safety.  
 
In conclusion, staff recommends proceeding with public notification to gather public 
feedback prior to Council fully considering the application.   
 
 
DECISION FACTORS 
 
Council Context 
Strategic Lens (Alignment to OCP, Bylaws, Existing Legislation) 
This business is consistent with the zone’s purpose and is supported by numerous OCP 
statements, including diversifying the economy, rsupporting a range of social opportunities, 
improving the community’s overall visual appearance, strengthening tourism, increasing 
private investment. 
 
Corporate Lens (Indigenous Relations and Climate Resilience) 
N/A 
 
 

 
2 In the past, and although on the periphery of the downtown, the brewery, the distillery, the former legion 
location all had patios approved that closed at 11:00 PM.   
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Communication (Scope and Tactical Outputs) 
Public notification will occur as per the Town’s policy.   
 
Financial (All Term Budget Impacts/Asset Management Impacts/Practicality) 
Application fees have been paid.  

 
Administration Context 
Administrative (Policy/Procedure Relevancy, Work Plan Impact) 
Part of the Planning and Development department’s work plan to process these applications.   
 
 
OPTIONS   
Council may either choose to conduct public notification with: 

1. The applicant’s proposed hours of the rooftop patio closing at 2 a.m.(recommended); 
or   

 
2. Reduced rooftop patio hours -- as selected by Council.  Note that during final 

Council consideration scheduled for August 16th, the hours can still be reduced.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Phil Armstrong MCIP, RPP 
Director of Planning and Development 
 
Enclosed  

 Proposed occupant load drawing 
 Letter from applicant June 2026 
 2017 Town briefing note with public correspondence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

















Briefing Note 
To: Council  
From: Phil Armstrong, MDS / Planner  
Date: 2017 05 13 (Council 2017 05 16) 
File: 4320-50-429 9th Ave N Rockwater 

RE:   Rockwater Application for a Permanent Change to Liquor License 
          Change to Hours of Sale   

 

BACKGROUND 
The owners of the Rockwater have applied to the Liquor Control and Licensing Branch (LCLB) to change 
their hours of liquor sale from noon to 2:00pm to noon to 4:00am.  
 
The rationale provided by Pat Legare, the manager, (and application contact person), is that the intent is 
not to stay open regularly until 4am, but rather to save time and fees by not having to regularly apply to 
LCLB for a special event temporary change to hours of sale.   
 
Below is a brief history of the Rockwater’s approved temporary change applications.  Note only a 
maximum of 6 dates can be applied for in a year as temporary changes and an application costs $330 
dollars.  An application can be for one specific date or up to six days.  The application is $330 per 
application and the application can consist of more than one date.    
 

2017 APR 16 - 9th Annual Ski Patrol Gathering  
 

2016 OCT 31 - Halloween   
 

2015 02 21 - Music fest   
2015 03 29 - Fundraiser   
2015 04 05 - Resort End of Season   

 

2014 FEB 22 - Golden Sound Fest   
2014 APR 6 - Resort Ending - Resort Staff  
2014 AUG 22 and 23 - Golden Sound Fest   
2014 OCT 31 – Halloween 
 

It is in the legislation that the hours can also be extended on New Year’s Eve.  

Comparison to Liquor Primaries in the rest of the province: 
Liquor Primaries open until 4am – 7 days a week: 

o Fruitvale - Villagers Inn Pub & Restaurant. 
o Richmond Airport - British Airways Executive Club. 

Liquor Primaries open until 4am – Friday and Saturday: 
o Kitimat - Kitimat Hotel (closes at 2am Sunday). 
o Stewart - Kajos Cabaret (closes at 1am Sunday). 

Liquor Primaries open until 3am – 7 days a week:  
o Vancouver - 30 downtown locations.  
o Prince George - 7 locations. 
o Penticton, Sun Peaks, Trail, West Vancouver - 1 location respectively. 

 
 

SUMMARY OF ISSUE 
The owners of the Rockwater have applied to the Liquor Control and Licensing Branch (LCLB) to 
change their hours of liquor sale from noon to 2:00pm to noon to 4:00am. As a part of its application 
process the LCLB is seeking the position of Council on the matter.  
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5. The view of residents and a description of the method used to gather views. 
Analysis: Advertisements were placed in the Golden Star on May 4th and May 11th and a sign was 
posted fronting the property on May 4th. Additionally, because of the more unprecedented nature of 
this particular change of hours application staff mailed and deliver notices to property owners and 
occupants within 100m of the subject property (similarly to a variance or a rezoning).   
Written submissions in opposition to the application were received and are enclosed with this 
report. Council as per the notice should provide any members of the public present at the 
meeting an opportunity to address the application.   
 
 

IMPLICATIONS 

Strategic    Nil 
 
Financial  -The applicant has been requested to pay for advertising and sign costs; Council may wish in the future to 

impose a fee for processing these applications at the local government level. 
 
Administrative  -Part of the MDS workplan to process liquor license applications.
 
 
OPTIONS  

1. Approve the application as submitted: 
 

2. Modify the application as council deems necessary; for example: 
a. Limit the days to Friday/Saturday or Friday/Saturday/Sunday; 
b. Reduce the hours to 3am; 
c. Note it is not an option to specify a certain number of days in a year or allotment of dates.  

 
3. Reject the application; 

 
4. Inform the LCLB that the municipality chooses to provide no comment; 

 
 
Staff has provided a template resolution for Council below.   

THAT per the May 16th, 2017 Briefing Note Rockwater Application for a Permanent Change to Liquor License 
Change to Hours of Sale received from the MDS, the following prescribed criteria per s.71 of the Liquor 
Control and Licensing Regulation have BEEN CONSIDERED, being: 
   - The location of the establishment; 
   -The person capacity and the hours of liquor service; 
   -The impact of noise on the community in the immediate vicinity of the establishment; 
   -The general impact on the community; 
   -The view of residents; 
AND THEREFORE Council  __________________(APPROVE/REJECT)  the Change in Hours of Sale 
to noon to 4:00am, from Monday to Sunday, for the Rockwater Grill & Bar located at 429 -9th  Avenue 
South in Golden based on the rationale that ____________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 

Phil Armstrong MCIP, RPP 
Manager of Development Services / Planner  

Enclosed 
Written submissions 






























